The Last Week

Palm Sunday

Instructions:  Read through the following questions in silence.  Pick one question (or number) that you feel passionate about.  Write a few notes on your response to the question.  At the sound of the chime, identify the youngest person in the group.  Beginning with that person, go around the circle to share your response without discussion other than to ask for clarification.  After each person has had a chance to share, discuss what you heard from each other.  Move on to other questions from the list below only when everyone has had an opportunity to respond.

 1.
Why is there so much focus on the “second” passion of Jesus (his suffering) rather than the “first” (his message)?

2.
What is the significance of domination systems to the Gospel story?  Has that story (of the domination system) been adequately told in and by the church?  If not, why not?  How are domination systems of today the same or different?

3.
What does then have to do with now in this time and place?

4.
If we get the first century right, will it make a difference today?  If so, how?

5.
What do processionals symbolize?  What are modern equivalents to the two processionals described by Borg and Crossan?  What “triumphant entries” have you known or witnessed?  How might Jesus stage a “triumphant entry” today?

6.
Have you been aware of or considerate the significance of Roman Imperial theology (the proclamation of the divinity of Caesar)?  How does this insight impact your understanding of Holy Week and the Gospel?  Is there an American Imperial theology?  

7.
How have you understood the Kingdom of God?  Has that understanding changed?  If so, how?

8.
Borg and Crossan describe the Roman domination system as the normalcy of civilization.  Is there a different normalcy today?  Has it changed for the better or the worse?

9.
What modern examples can you see of the three characterizations of domination systems—politically oppressive, economically exploitative and religiously legitimated?

10.
What or where would you identify as the heart of any modern domination system?

11.
How does (or does not) Christian faith today challenge the domination system?  How do we or should we protect the interests of the poor?  What does economic justice mean in today’s world?

12.
What might be the modern equivalents of the Jerusalem temple and high priests?  

13.
Borg and Crossan contend that the message of Jesus in Mark is about “the way” and the Kingdom of God, not about himself as the Son of God.  Do you agree?  Is this a new insight for you?  How is this significant?

14.
How are we blind to “the way” of confronting domination systems and to death/resurrection?

15.
Borg and Crossan name the two themes of Lent as confrontation with domination systems and death/resurrection.  Are both of these familiar themes for you?  How do you see them played out today?
