The Last Week

Tuesday

Part One Instructions:  In your small group, read through the following questions in silence.  Pick one question (or number) that you feel passionate about.  Write a few notes on your response to the question.  At the sound of the chime, identify the newest person in the church.  Beginning with that person, go around the circle to share your response without discussion other than to ask for clarification.  After each person has had a chance to share, discuss what you heard from each other.  Move on to other questions from the list below only when everyone has had an opportunity to respond.

1.
Jesus challenged the authority of the temple leaders on Monday, it seems only logical that they should challenge his authority upon his return on Tuesday.  In fact, most of Tuesday is preoccupied with this back and forth challenge between temple and prophet.  When and how should Christians challenge authority?  By what authority do we do so?  Do prophets ever win such challenges?

2.
The parable of the “wicked tenants” has two possible interpretations. (see p. 58) The Christological interpretation sees it as foreshadowing the execution of Jesus.  Such an interpretation often leaves “the Jews” responsible for the death of Jesus.  Mark, however, describes it as a judgment against religious authorities.  If this story is about deadly religious leadership rather than the death of Jesus, what are the implications for applying it to today?

3.
Placed in its context, the pronouncement of Jesus to “Give to Caesar that which is Caesar’s and to God that which is God’s” is a refutation of the question, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar?”  How does this change your understanding of this saying?  Does that make it harder or easier to do?  What are the implications to current issues of church and state?

4.
Jesus’ response to the Sadducees refutes their rejection of life after death, but also questions popular notions of what life after death is and the role it plays in faith.  Borg and Crossan assert that the kingdom of God “is not primarily about life after death, but about life in this world.” What are the implications for you in this life or the next to affirm that “God is a God not of the dead, but of the living”?  

5.
In the Great Commandment passage, Jesus says the scribe is “not far from the kingdom of God.”  Is this more like John Kerry, who was not far from winning the 2004 election, or like Paul Allen, co-founder of Microsoft, who is not far from being as rich as Bill Gates?  Is being close to the kingdom of God good enough?

6.
How has your understanding of the widow who put her last coins into the temple treasury changed?  What does it mean to give “out of abundance” and “out of poverty?”  Does the church today permit or encourage people to give “out of poverty?”  Should it?

7.
What are the implications of the judgment on the temple in Mark 13:1-2 for the church?

8.
Does apocalyptic literature such as Mark 13 or Revelation give you hope or frighten you?  How might your feeling change if you were a Jewish Christian of Jerusalem in the late 60s?  If you were an inmate of Auschwitz?  A refugee in Darfur?

Part Two Instructions.  Pick the question from the list above which had the most responses in your group.  Rewrite the corresponding passage from the Gospel of Mark in a way that would allow the modern reader to better understand its meaning.  Present to the large group.

