The Last Week

Wednesday

Part One Instructions:  In your small group, read through the following questions in silence.  Pick one question (or number) that you feel passionate about.  Write a few notes on your response to the question.  At the sound of the chime, identify the person with the nearest birthday.  Beginning with that person, go around the circle to share your response without discussion other than to ask for clarification.  After each person has had a chance to share, discuss what you heard from each other.  Move on to other questions from the list below only when everyone has had an opportunity to respond.

1.
What insight does the “framing” of the anointing story with the betrayal story give you?

2.
Borg and Crossan suggest that it is not “Satan” that drives the betrayal of Jesus, but his popularity with the crowd and hence the threat he represents to the peace of the city and the collaboration between temple and palace.  How does that alter your view of Judas?  Who or where is “Judas” today?

3.
Borg and Crossan write, “… we would like to avoid the implications of this journey with Jesus.  We would like its Holy Week conclusion to be about the interior rather than the exterior life, about heaven rather than earth, about the future rather than the present, and, above all else, about religion safely and securely quarantined from politics.”  (p. 91)  Do you agree?  Why do we avoid such implications?  

4.
On the journey to Jerusalem, the disciples appear blind to the purpose for the trip.  In what ways does that blindness continue today?  How can we be healed of such blindness?

5.
Peter rebukes Jesus after the first prediction of his death.  Jesus then rebukes Peter for thinking in human terms rather than in God’s, but that rebuke is directed equally at the disciples.  Does Mark intend that rebuke for others as well?  Who and why?

6.
Borg and Crossan emphasize repeatedly that we are all called to join Jesus on the road to Jerusalem.  What does it mean to you to be “on the way” to death and resurrection?  

7.
We typically use the story of Jesus and the children to honor children and their presence in various ways.  What new insight do Borg and Crossan give you into that story?  (p. 100f)  Why was (or is) servant leadership so hard for the followers of Jesus to grasp?

8.
Review the 4 principles of “substitutionary atonement” on p. 101.  Have you previously had difficulty with this viewpoint?  With which part?  How has substitutionary atonement been helpful or harmful for you?  For Christianity?  For the world?  Should it be modified or abandoned as an essential element of Christian faith?

9.
How does “participatory atonement” change the meaning of the sacrifice of Jesus for you?  How can we communicate such an understanding of the cross?

10.
What do you gain from understanding the unnamed woman as the “first Christian”?  Is Mark using this story intentionally as a commentary on the role of women in the church?  If she is the primary model for us in direct contrast to Judas, what does her action suggest for you, i.e., how do we “anoint” Jesus?

11.
Later traditions, including the other gospels, “demonize” Judas where Mark does not.  Why doesn’t Mark?  Why does Judas become demonized?  Do we need to reform the Judas tradition?  What would we gain or lose?

Part Two Instructions.  Choose 1 or 2 below in your small group.

1. 
Anointing was used in a variety of ways in ancient society and as such was a very familiar tradition to Mark and his readers.  Modern readers are more apt to see it as an archaic ritual or something done by obscure religious sects and faith healers.  As the director of the latest movie on the passion of Jesus, your task is to capture the meaning of this scene.  What act would the woman perform instead of anointing?  What object would she use instead of the jar of nard?  Present, or better, act out for the whole group!

2.
Read the attached editorial from the Christian Century (11/29/05) regarding IRS investigation of All Saints Episcopal Church in Pasadena.  You have been named head of the IRS “Division of Religio-Political Violations”.  What instructions would you give to your field agents?  Read to the whole group.

