The Last Week

Monday

Part One Instructions:  Read through the following questions in silence.  Pick one question (or number) that you feel passionate about.  Write a few notes on your response to the question.  At the sound of the chime, identify the oldest person in the group.  Beginning with that person, go around the circle to share your response without discussion other than to ask for clarification.  After each person has had a chance to share, discuss what you heard from each other.  Move on to other questions from the list below only when everyone has had an opportunity to respond.

 1.
Cite something from recent news that relates to this chapter. (Your homework assignment)

2.
Borg and Crossan write about Mark’s use of ‘framing in Mark 3, “Think, it says, and keep on thinking.”  How has the church forced you to think (or not)?  Have you seen a change in your lifetime?  Have there been times in history when the church has encouraged or discouraged real thinking?

3.
Have you understood the fig tree story in other ways than Borg and Crossan?  How does their interpretation add to your understanding?

4.
Have you understood or been told that the temple incident was a rejection or condemnation of the temple, the high priest, the practice of animal sacrifice or Judaism?  If so, what impact has such a reading had historically?  Should the church confess and repent of such interpretation?

5.
Did you gain any new understanding on or appreciation for blood sacrifice?  How do we “make sacred” that which we offer to God?

6.
How is the death of Jesus comparable or different to the example of the fire fighter (p. 38)?  Is proclaiming the death of Jesus as substitutionary atonement “a crime against divinity”?  

7.
How has your understanding of Caiaphas as the High Priest changed?  Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ” was criticized for portraying the High Priest and the Jewish Sanhedrin as sinister.  How would you portray them in a way that would not be anti-semitic?

8.
Are the Jews who sacrificed their lives to maintain purity of the temple and free of the symbols of Roman statehood heroes or villains?  Are those who would remove the American flag from sanctuaries any different?

9.
Borg and Crossan claim that God prefers justice over worship.  Do you agree?  What is the relationship of justice and worship in the church today?  Which do we value more?

10.
How does viewing the temple incident as a prophetic action add to your understanding of it?  What prophetic actions have you witnessed in your lifetime?

11.
Borg and Crossan write, “When worship substitutes for justice, God rejects God’s temple—or for us today, God’s church.”  If true, what are the implications of that statement?

12.
Should Christians proclaim “the already present Kingdom of God” against an already present American imperial power and an already present Christian collaboration?  How?

Part Two.  In your group, pick one of the following to present to the class.

1.
Using the fig tree story, “frame” a contemporary event (factual or fictional).

2.
Come up with a prophetic action, á la the temple incident, that would address a current injustice or dramatically illustrate the claim of #12 above.

3.
Borg and Crossan suggest that Mark updated the prophetic action of Jesus by adding the quote from Isaiah 56:7 to explain why God allowed the temple to be destroyed.  If you were Mark writing today, who would you update this story to apply to a current event, such as the destruction of the Twin Towers?
